MELBOURNE

® COMMON MONIKERS

Changing
names of
Aussies

When I comes fo surnames, the
Nguyens are keeping up with
the Smiths and the Joneses.

Nguyen is the scventh most
common surname in Australia
after Smith, Jones, Williams,
Brown. Wilson and Taylor.

Michael Dove — managing di-
rector of Melbourme-hased com-
pany MD&H, which worked on a
study of surnames by University
College London — said of the top
20 Australian names orighating
from outside Britain, all but
three were of Asian origin.

“The data is refleciing the
diversity of the cultural back-
ground,” Dove said.

Dove said the dominanee of
Asian names compared to those
from other countries with large

fu) ioms of migrants in Aus-
_lgr‘gfsﬂ"‘%nfﬂ be é}i%‘l-mned by the
fact that many Asian sumames
were  extremely commuaon in
Asla, while there was more ofa
range of surnames in Europe.

For example, Greek, Greek

Cypriot and ltalian names are
often tied o a particular village
or region, while Nguyen is used
widely throughout Vietnam.

Cornish names, while not
numerically strong in Austra-
Ha, are well represenied here
compared 1o in the UR.

A total of 39 Cornish names
are mare common in Australia
than they are in the UK.

Cornish names in Ausiralia
are maost heavily coneenirated
in South Australia — six of the
top: 1O,

University College Landon
professar of geagraphy Richard
Webber said the prevalence of
Comnish names in South Aus-
wralia reflected the faect that
many people migrated after
Cornish mines declined in the
late 19th century.

Other British names are now
more prevalent in Ausiralia
than in the TK.
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